[Use of public health statistics in the development of community diagnosis].
A community diagnosis which describes the health of the local population may be an important instrument in promoting health and preventing disease. Most general practitioners do not have time to carry out individual surveys in the local community. Therefore it seems relevant to look into the possibility of utilizing official health statistics as a basis for community diagnosis. We obtained and analysed demographic data, mortality data, statistics on cancer, data on causes of invalidity and risk factors for cardiovascular diseases for Askvoll municipality. This article demonstrates possibilities, obstacles and constraints in the use of such statistics. Suppliers of register data should make routine health statistics more available for use in the district health services. In this connection we recommend the development of a central health data information system.